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in theatres, and the actual element is often used as a motif
of decoration. Tubular lamps, or those of the ordinary
pear-shaped type, are frankly exposed, and by clever group-
ing made to form a decorative pattern. The element itself
is susceptible of treatment; and a further extensive field will
be opened up when gaseous tubes become available for
internal illumination.

The German system is very promising in its possibilities,
for it stimulates development of the actual lighting element,
which almost certainly has not reached finality in design.
Bulbs -of different shapes, with the filament assuming a
decorative line, are already appearing on the market, and
have value both alone and in conjunction with concealed
lighting.

Lighting by reflection, where the ceiling is used as a
reflector, is apt to be somewhat depressing, and the architect
is well advised to make a critical study of existing examples
of this type, as well as of lighting through ceiling lay-lights,
before determining his layout. (It is also to be remembered
that polished surfaces, even enamel paint, are apt to create
unexpected effects of reflection, and this should be con-
sidered in dealing with concealed lighting.)

The reason for the sense of depression seems to lie in
the fact that the brightly-lit surfaces are above the head,
whereas it is the floor and lower sections of the room which
really demand the brightest light. The sensation is some-
what that of being in a deep shadowed street, with a glimpse
of brilliant sky visible in the cleft overhead. The tendency
is to look upwards, towards the light, and this imposes
strain.

The difficulty is largely overcome, however, when ex-
posed points of light are added to general lighting by